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Jim Hislop OAM 

Wodonga Plaza 

PO Box 5167 

WODONGA VIC 3685 

25 August 2020 

Senator The Hon Linda Reynolds CSC 

Minister for Defence 

cc: 

The Hon Darren Chester MP 

Minister for Defence Personnel 

Minister for Veteran’s Affairs 

 

Dear Senator Reynolds, 

I refer to the Departmental Reply, dated 17 August 2020, to my Request for the Amendment of 

the DFRDB Act of 19 July 2020 which, in essence, states that: 

1. Defence Force Retirement and Death Benefits Act 1973 is worded in a manner which 

reduces recipients’ entitlements over time, in violation of their constitutional rights; 

2. The Department of Defence deceived the Parliament into enacting that legislation; and 

3. The Department of Defence disseminated misleading information to members of the 

DFRDB scheme to ensure they remained oblivious to the effect of the legislation. 

It seems, however, that was not understood by the Department of People Policy and Culture. 

Contrary to the assertion in the Departmental Reply, the cut and pasted letter from the Office 

of the Hon Darren Chester MP, dated 5 July 2019, did not address our concerns.  Neither did 

any of the previous multiple cut and pasted responses from Defence. 

The Departmental Reply refers to the Commonwealth Ombudsman’s response, of 30 January 

2020, to the Australian Defence Force Retirees Association (ADFRA) request for the 

Ombudsman to review his decision in Report 06|2019.
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The basis of that request was that: 

a. The financial modelling commissioned by the Ombudsman was both biased and 

irrelevant; and 

b. The Ombudsman failed to include in his report evidence submitted by ADFRA in a 

meeting with the Ombudsman’s investigation team. 

While the Ombudsman is empowered to investigate matters of administration, under the 

Ombudsman Act 1976, he does not have the power to investigate the policy or overall Scheme 

design.  Therefore, apart from substantiating that the Department of Defence disseminated 

misleading information to members of the DFRDB scheme, the Ombudsman’s Report 06|2019 

is irrelevant.  Yet, it has now become the justification for Departmental inaction. 

To meet our legal obligations before we can appeal your decision, I must ask you to reconsider 

your decision 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

J G Hislop OAM 

President, Australian Defence Force Retirees Association Inc. 
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